GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. G- / f- 


BILL NO 



AN ORDINANCE providing for the declaration 
of nuisances in the case of abandoned , 
damaged buildings and vacant lots in the 
Central Business District and providing 
for abatement of the same. 

WHEREAS , the Central Business District of the City of 
Fort Wayne,, Indiana consists of the area bounded on the north by 
Superior Street, on the east by Clay Street, on the south by the 
Penn Central Railroad embankment and on the west by Fairfield 
Avenue ; and 

WHEREAS, many properties in said Central Business Dis- 
trict are deteriorating, some of them to the point where they have 
been abandoned for business purposes; other buildings have been 
abandoned even though still structurally sound; other buildings 
have been damaged or destroyed as a result of fire and neither 
repaired or rebuilt; and 

WHEREAS, the aforesaid conditions have created a physical 
and psychological blight which feeds on itself, becoming increas- 
ingly more severe and which is causing a deterioration in the value 
of properties throughout said Central Business District, with a 
resulting reduction in the assessed value of property for tax 
purposes and a decline in the number of people who visit said 
Central Business; and, 

WHEREAS, the existence of abandoned and damaged buildings 
in large numbers in said Central Business District creates a haven 
for drug addicts, sexual perverts, thieves and derelicts; it 
creates a fire hazard; and, together with the existence of excava- 
tions where buildings formerly stood; it creates a danger to the 
safety of pedestrians and motorists; and 

WHEREAS, unless checked, the aforesaid blight will 
eventually spread throughout said Central Business District, caus- 
ing the removal from the tax rolls of properties which have in 
the past produced, and which continue to produce, substantial sums 
of tax revenue for the City of Fort Wayne and causing the said 
Central Business District to cease functioning as a business dis- 
trict which in turn would cause economic, social and cultural loss 
to the people of the City of Fort Wayne; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF FORT WAYNE, INDIANA: 

SECTION 1. The Central Business District of the City of 
Fort Wayne, Indiana is hereby defined as being that area bounded 
on the north by Superior Street, on the eaSt by Clay Street, on 
the south by the Penn Central Railroad embankment and on the west 
by Fairfield Avenue. 
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SECTION 2. Any building , and any premises which become vacant 
of any building but which had formerly been occupied by a building 
or buildings and which buildings , or which premises are situated in the 
aforesaid Central Business District, is, and is hereby declared to be 
a nuisance, if any of the following conditions obtain; 

a) Such building has been damaged by fire or other 
casualty to such an extent that, following such 
fire, or other casualty, it ceased to be occupied 
and such building has remained unoccupied (except 
as it may have been occupied by persons seeking 
shelter on a day to day basis) for a period of two 
years from the date of said fire, or other casualty; 

b) Such building has been unoccupied (except as it may 
have been occupied by persons seeking shelter on a 
day to day basis) for a period of three years; 

c) Such.' premises remained vacant of any building for 
two years from the date they became vacant; 

d) Provided, however, that no such building or premises 
shall be considered a nuisance if, the owner shall 
have obtained the necessary permits for the repair 
and/or attention of any existing structure which 
has been unoccupied because of d ama ge for the 
demolition of any existing building and its re- 
placement with a new building, or for the construction 
of a building upon any vacant premises; 

e) Or if an existing building or premises is 
economically productive by which is meant that such 
building or premises is subject to a lease and 
that an annual rent is paid on said lease in an 
amount equal to 10% of the assessed value of such 
building or premises * 

SECTION 3. In the event any building or premises shall become a 
nuisance as herein provided, the Board of Public Works of the City of 
Fort Wayne, Indiana shall advise the owner, the Fort Wayne Redevelop- 
ment Commission and the Economic Development Commission of such fact 
and eaeh° such Commission shall have 30 days within which to determine 
whether it will acquire title to the real estate in question pursuant 
to the provisions of the Redevelopment of Cities and Towns Act of 1953, 
as amended or the Municipal Economic Development Act of 1965, as 
amended . In the event either such commission shall determine to acquire 
title, it shall immediately notify the Board of Public Works of such 
determination. In the event each such commission shall determine to 
acquire title, they shall attempt to agree between themselves which 
shall acquire titles. In the event no such agreement is reached 
within 25 days, the Redevelopment Commission shall acquire title. 

SECTION 4. In the event the Fort Wayne Redevelopment Commission 
shall not have notified the Board of Public Works of the City of Fort 
Wayne, Indiana of a determination to acquire title to the real estate 
in question within 30 days from the day said Board of Public Works 
advised said Commission of the existence of a nuisance on said real estate, 
said Board of Public Works shall notify the owner of said real estate 
of the existence of a nuisance on said real estate and shall further 
notify the owner that the owner must take steps to abate the nuisance 
within 60 days from the date of receipt of the notice and that, if the 
owner fails to do so, said Board of Public Works shall itself abate the 
nuisance within 60 days from the date of receipt of the notice and that, 
if the owner ° fails to do so, said Board of Public Works shall itself 
abate the nuisance and hold a lien against the real estate for the cost 
involved . 


3 


SECTION 5. Such notice shall be sent by registered or 
certified mail, return receipt requested, to the address tax 
duplicates for said real estate are sent. In the event the owner 
is not at said address and the postal authorities are not appraised 
of a new address, the Board of Public Works shall take reasonable 
measures to locate the owner, including examination of the Fort 
Wayne city and suburban directories, that may seem appropriate 
and inquiry in the neighborhood. Said Board of Public Works shall 
also post a sign prominently upon said real estate, which sign 
shall give notice of the esixtence of a nuisance upon said real 
estate and request the owner, or anyone having knowledge of the 
whereabouts of the owner to contract the Board of Public Works. 

SECTION 6. The owner of any real estate upon which is 
situated a nuisance as hereinabove described may abate the same 

a) by entering into a contract for the reapir and/or alteration of 
any existing structure which has been unoccupied because of damage; 

b) by entering into contracts for the demolition of any existing 
building and its replacement with a new building or for the land- 
scaping of the premises in a manner which will remove any hazard 
to the safety of pedestrians and motorists and which will remove 
all physical blight from the premises; c) by entering into a con- 
tract for the construction of a new building upon any vacant 
premises; d) by entering into a contract for the landscaping of 
any vacant premises in a manner which will remove any hazard to 
the safety of pedestrians and motorists and which will remove 
all physical blight from the premises. 

/ 

SECTION 7. In the event the owner of any real estate 
upon which is situated a nuisance as hereinabove described shall 
not have abated such nuisance within 60 days of receipt of the 
notice provided in Section 4 hereof or within 60 days of the post- 
ing of the sign provided for in Section 5 hereof, the Board of 
Public Works of the City of Fort Wayne, Indiana shall proceed to 
abate such nuisance by demolishing any building and by landscaping 
the premises in a manner which will remove any hazard to the 
safety of pedestrians and motorists and which will remove all 
physical blight from the premises. It shall be the duty, of said 
Board of Public Works to maintain such landscaping until the real 
estate is sold or otherwise alienated. Provided, however, that 
said Board of Works may extend the aforesaid 60 day period by an 
additional 60 days if said Board of Public Works determines that 
the owner of the real estate involved is making a good faith 
attempt to abate the nuisance upon such real estate. 

SECTION 8. The Board of Public Works of the City of 
Fort Wayne, Indiana shall submit a bill for the labor, equipment 
and material used in said demolition and/or initial landscaping to 
the owner of the real estate involved. Thereafter said Board of 
Public Works shall submit a bill annually for the cost of maintain- 
ing any landscaping. If said bill is not paid within 90 days from 
the date of submission, said Board of Public Works shall proceed to 
file a lien against the property in the amount of the bill together 
with interest at the rate of 8% per annum and together with reason- 
able attorney fees which shall be used to help defray the expenses 
of the Law Department of the City of Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
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SECTION 9. If any section, clause, sentence, paragraph, 
part or provision of this Ordinance shall be held invalid by any 
court, it shall be conclusively presumed that this Ordinance would 
have been passed by the common council without such invalid sec- 
tion, clause, sentence, paragraph, part or provision. 

SECTION 10. This Ordinance shall be in full force and 
effect from and after its passage, approval by the Mayor and legal 
publication thereof. 
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CITY CLERK 

Passed and adopted by the Common Council of the City of Fort Wayne, Indiana as '42honi_ng 
-Map-)- (General) .(Anae-xat-i-on ) (S p o ci a - l - > ■■ < - Ap prepgdbateion) Ordinance (Res-e-lrrfc-ron) No. 4- 
on the day of / , 19 ? ts^S . 


ATTEST: 


(SEAL) 


CITY CLERK 




PRESIDING OFFICER 


Presented by me to the Mayor of the City of Fort Wayne, Indiana, on the day of 

, 19 /£<L/- at the hour of 0 ' clock ^ M . ,E . S- T . 



Approved and signed by me this 
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ay of 


CITY CLERK 
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at the hour of 
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We, your Committee on R egulations to whom was referred an Ordinance 

providing for the declaration of nuisances in the case of 

abandoned, damaged buildings and vacant lots in the Central 

_________ Business District and providing for abatement of the same. 



have had said Ordinance under consideration and beg leave to report back to the Common 
Council that said Ordinance PASS. 

Eugene Kraus , Jr . , Chairman 

James S. Stier Vice-Chairman 


William T. Hinga 


Paul "Mike” Burns 


Vivian G. Schmidt 



DATE 
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/] V CONCURRED IN 

-CHARLES W. WESTE1MAN, CITY CLERK 
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SECTION 2. 

A 

mi^ ast : or if an existing building or 
premises is economically productive by which is 
meant that such building or premises is subject 
to a lease and that an annual rent is paid on 
said lease in an amount equal to 10% of the 
assessed value of such building or premises. 

SECTION 3. In the event any building or premises, 
shall become a nuisance as herein provided, the Board of Public 
Works of the City of Fort Wayne, Indiana shall advise the owner, 
the Fort Wayne Redevelopment Commission and the Economic Develop- 
ment Commission of such fact and each such Commission shall. have 
30 days within which to determine whether it will acquire title 
to the real estate in question pursuant to the provisions of the 
Redevelopment of Cities and Towns Act of 1953, as amended or the 
Municipal Economic Development Act of 1965, as amended. In the 
event either such commission shall determine to acquire title, 
it shall immediately notify the Board of Public Works of such 
determination. In the event each such commission shall deter- 
mine to acquire title, they shall attempt to agree between 
themselves which shall acquire titles. In the event no such 
agreement is reached within 25 days, the Redevelopment Com- 
mission shall acquire title. 
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CHARLES W. WESTERMAN, Clerk 


COPIES TO: 


To Jerry Boswell, Board of Works. Chairman Date September 6, 1972 

From Charles W. Westerman, City Clerk 

Subject Appearance before Common Council - Committee Session 


want? 


BE: BILL NO. G-72-08-26 


AN ORDINANCE proving for the declaration 
of nuisances in the case of abandoned, 
damaged buildings and vacant lots in the 
Central Business District and providing 
for abatement of the same. 



Your appearance is requested on 
7:00 o’clock P.M., 

6©ffimoir-€k5tmcr±- and the Standing Committee on Reg- 
ulations on behalf of the above GENERAL ORDINANCE. 


You are to report to the Clerk's office and stand 
ready for the Common Council Committee Session and 
to explain the above ordinance. 

It is also requested that you have and bring forth any 
material that will help the council in its findings 
regarding the above ordinance. 



Common Council will be in recess September 19, 1972 
due to the Convention of the Indiana Association of 
City and Towns. 


This meeting is rescheduled for September 26, 1972 
at 7:00 P.M. at Forest Park School, 2004 Alabama 
Avenue . 



CALHOUN PRESS 


* 



CDPIES TD: 


* ’ ‘ City Clerk Memorandum 

CHARLES W. WESTERMAN, Clerk 

To Jerry Boswell, Board of Works. Chairman Date September 6, 1972 

From Charles W. We sterman, City Clerk 

Subject Appearance before Common Council - Committee Session 


RE: BILL NO. G-72-08-26 


AN ORDINANCE proving for the declaration 
of nuisances in the case of abandoned, 
damaged buildings and vacant lots in the 
Central Business District and providing 
for abatement of the same. 



Your appearance is requested on September 19, 1972, at 
7:00 o'clock P.M., Room 122, by the members of the 
Common Council and the Standing Committee on Reg- 
ulations on behalf of the above GENERAL ORDINANCE. 

You are to report to the Clerk's office and stand 
ready for the Common Council Committee Session and 
to explain the above ordinance. 

It is also requested that you have and bring forth any 
material that will help the council in its findings 
regarding the above ordinance. 


Respectfully yours. 


Charles ¥. Westerman 
City Clerk 
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I hereby certify that the foregoing account is just and correct, that the amount claimed is legally due, after allowing all just 
credits, and that no part of the same has been paid. 



Date.. 


December 30, 19 72 


Title.. 
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Legal Notices 


Notice Is hereby given that on the 12th 
day of December, 1972, the Common Coun- 
cil of the City of Fort Wayne, Indiana, in 
a Regular Session did pass the following 
G-72-08-26 General Ordinance, to-wit: 

BILL NO. 72-08-26 

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. G-19-72 
AN ORDINANCE providing for the dec- 
laration of nuisances in the case of 
abandoned, damaged buildings and va- 
cant lots in the Central Business Dis- 
trict and providing for abatement of 
the same. . . , , 

Whereas, the Central Business District of 
the City of Fort Wayne, Indiana consists of 
the area bounded on the north by Superior 
Street, on the east by Clay Street, on the 
south by the Penn Central Railroad em- 
bankment and on the west by Fairfield Av- 
enue; and 

Whereas, many properties in said Central 
Business District are deteriorating, some of 
them to the point where they have been 
abandoned for business purposes; other 
buildings have been abandoned even 
though still structurally sound; other build- 
ings have been damaged or destroyed as a 
result of fire and neither repaired or 
rebuilt; and 

Whereas, the aforesaid conditions have 
created a physical and psychological blight 
which feeds on itself, becoming increas- 
ingly more severe and which is causing a 
deterioration in the value of properties 
throughout said Central Business District, 
with a resulting reduction in the assessed 
value of property for tax purposes and a 
decline in the number of people who visit 
said Central Business; and. 

Whereas, the existence of abandoned and 
damaged buildings in large numbers ir 
said Central Business District creates c 
haven for drug addicts, sexual perverts, 
thieves and derelicts; it creates a fire haz- 
ard; and, together with the existence of ex- 
cavations where buildings formerly stood; 
it creates a danger to the safety of pedes- 
trians and motorists; and 
Whereas, unless checked, the aforesaid 
blight will eventually spread throughout 
said Central Business District, causing the 
removal from the tax rolls of properties 
which have in the past produced, and 
which continue to produce, substantial 
sums of tax revenue for the City of Fort 
Wayne and causing the said Central Busi- 
ness District to cease functioning as a busi- 
ness district which in turn would cause eco- 
nomic, social and cultural loss to the people 
of the City of Fort Wayne; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED 
BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF FORT WAYUNE, INDIANA: 

SECTION 1. The Central Business Dis- 
trict of the City of Fort Wayne, Indiana is 
hereby defined as being that area bounded 
on the north by Superior Street, on the east 
by Clay Street, on the south by the Penn 
Central Railroad embankment and on the 
west bv Fairfield Avenue. 

SECTION 2. Any building, and any prem- 
ises which become vacant of any building 
but which had formerly been occupied by a 
building or buildings and which buildings, 
or which premises are situated in the afore- 
said Central Business District, Is, and is 
hereby declared to be a nuisance, if any of 
the following conditions obtain: 

a) Such building has been damaged 
by fire or other casualty to such an 
extent that, following such fire, or oth- 
er casualty, it ceased to be occupied 
and such building has remained unoc- 
cupied (except as it may have been oc- 
cupied by persons seeking shelter on a 
day to day basis) for a period of two 
years from the date of said fire, or oth- 
er casualty; 

b) Such building has been unoccupied 
(except as it may have been occupied 
by persons seeking shelter on a day to 
day basis) for a period of three years; 

c) Such premises remained vacant of 
any building for two years from the 
date they became vacant; 

d) Provided, however, that no such 
building or premises shall be consid- 
ered a nuisance if, the owner shall have 
obtained the necessary permits for the 
repair and/or attention of any existing 
structure which has been unoccupied 
because of damage for the demolition 
of any existing building and its replace- 
ment with a new building, or for the 
construction of a building upon any va- 
cant premises; 

e) Or if an existing building or prem- 
ises is economically productive by 
which is meant that such bunlding or 
premises is subject to a lease and 
that an annual rent is paid on said 
lease in an amount equal to 10 per 
cent of the assessed value of such 
building or premises. 

SECTION 3. In the event any building or 

f >remises shall become a nuisance as here- 
n provided, the Board of Pubic Works of 
the City of Fort Wayne, Indiana shall ad- 
vise the owner, the Fort Wayne Redevelop- 
ment Commission and the Economic Devel- 
opment Commission of such fact and each 
such Commission shall have 30 days within 
which to determine whether it will acquire 
title to the real estate in question pursuant 
to the provisions of the Redevelopment of 
Cities and Towns Act of 1953, as amended 
or the Municipal Economic Development 
Act of 1965, as amended. In the event either 
such commission shall determine to ac- 
quire title, it shall immediately notify the 
Board of Public Works of such determina- 
tion. In the event each such commission 
shall determine to acquire title, they shall 
attempt to agree between themselves 
which shall acquire titles. In the event no 
such agreement is reached within 25 days, 
the Redevelopment Commission shall ac- 
quire title. 

SECTION 4. In the event the Fort Wayne 
Redevelopment Commission shall not have 
notified the Board of Public Works of the 
City of Fort Wayne, Indiana of a determi- 
nation to acquire title to the real estate in 
question within 30 days from the day said 
Board of Public Works advised said Com- 
mission of the existence of a nuisance on 
said real estate, said Board of Public 
Works shall notify the owner of said real 
estate of the existence of a nuisance on said 
real estate and shall further notify the own- 
er that the owner must take steps to abate 
the nuisance within 60 days from the date 
of receipt of the notice and that, if the own- 
er fails to do so, said Board of Pubic Works 
shall itself abate the nuisance within 60 
days from the date of receipt of the notice 
and that, if the owner fails to do so, said 
Board of Public Works shall Itself abate the 
nuisance and hold a lien against the real 
estate for the cost Involved. 

SECTION 5. Such notice shall be sent by 
registered or certified mail, return receipt 
requested, to the address tax duplicates for 
said real estate are sent. In the event the 
owner is not at said address and the postal 
authorities are not appraised of a new ad- 
dress, the Board of Public Works shall take 
reasonable measures to locate the owner. 
Including examination of the Fort Wayne 
city and suburban directories, that may 
seem appropriate and inquiry in the neigh- 
borhood. Said Board of Public Works shall 
also post a sign prominently upon said real 
estate, which sign shall give notice of the 
existence of a nuisance upon said real es- 
tate and request the owner, or anyone hav- 
ing knowledge of the whereabouts of the 
owner to contact the Board of Public 
Works. 

SECTION 6. The owner of any real estate 
upon which is situated a nuisance as here- 
inabove described may abate the same a) 
by entering into a contract for the repair 
and/or alteration of any existing structure 
which has been unoccupied because of 
damage; b) by entering into contracts for 
the demolition of any existing building and 
Its replacement with a new building or for 
the landscapinq of the premises in a man- 


PUBLISHER’S AFFIDAVIT 




Indiana 

County 


ss: 


Personally appeared before me, a notary public in and for said county and state, the 
undersigned A _R V | LL. A_ D E W A L D w ho, being duly sworn, says 


that she is 


Legal Notices 


C LERK 

"1JRNAL- GAZE T TE 


of the 


of December, 1972 
o'clock P.M., E.S.T. 


at the hour of 1:00 


IVAN H. LEBEMOFF, 
MAYOR 

I, Charles W. Westerman, Clerk of the 
City of Fort Wayne, Indiana, do hereby cer- 
tify that the above and foregoing is a full, 
true ond complete copy of General Ordi- 
nance No. G-19-72 passed by the Common 
Council on the 12th day of December, ,1972, 
and that said Ordinance was duly signed 
and approved by the Mayor on the 13th day 
of December, 1972 and now remains on file 

and on record in my office. 

Witness my hand, and the official seal of 
the City of Fort Wayne, Indiana, this 13th 
day of December, 1972. 

CHARLES W. WESTERMAN, ^ 

) 2— 18-26 _______ 


?uage in Urn city j of FORT . WAYNE.,. IND.IANA.. 


...newspaper of general circulation printed and published 


aforesaid, and that the printed matter attached hereto is a true copy, 
blished in said paper for ?.time the dates of publication being 


..D.e.c.emb.e^....ia., 1972.. 


December 26. 1972 


orn to before me this 



My commission expires — Octo ber 


Notary,- Public 
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e) Or if an existing building or prem- 
ises is economically productive by 
which is meant that such bunlding or 
premises is subject to a lease and 
that an annua! rent is paid on said 
lease in an amount equal to 10 per 
cent of the assessed value of such 
building or premises. 

SECTION 3. In the event any building or 
premises shall become a nuisance as here- 
in provided, the Board of Pubic Works of 
the City of Fort Wayne, Indiana shall ad- 
vise the owner, the Fort Wayne Redevelop- 
ment Commission and the Economic Devel- 
opment Commission of such fact and each 
such Commission shall have 30 days within 
which to determine whether it will acquire 
title to the real estate in question pursuant 
to the provisions of the Redevelopment of 
Cities and Towns Act of 1953, as amended 
or the Municipal Economic Development 
Act of 1965, as amended. In the event either 
such commission shall determine to ac- 
quire title, it shall immediately notify the 
Board of Public Works of such determina- 
tion. In the event each such commission 
shall determine to acquire title, they shall 
attempt to agree between themselves 
which shall acquire titles. In the event no 
such agreement is reached within 25 days, 
the Redevelopment Commission shall ac- 
quire title. 

SECTION 4. In the event the Fort Wayne 
Redevelopment Commission shall not have 
notified the Board (if Public Works of the 
City of Fort Wayne, Indiana of a determi- 
nation to acquire title to the real estate in 
question within 30 days from the day said 
Board of Public Works advised said Com- 
mission of the existence of a nuisance on 
said real estate, said Board of Public 
Works shall notify the owner of said real 
estate of the existence of a nuisance on said 
real estate and shall further notify the own- 
er that the owner must take steps to abate 
the nuisance within 60 days from the date 
of receipt of the notice and that, if the own- 
er fails to do so, said Board of Pubic Works 
shall itself abate the nuisance within 60 
days from the date of receipt of the notice 
and that, if the owner fails to do so, said 
Board of Public Works shall itself abate the 
nuisance and hold a lien against the real 
estate for the cost involved. 

SECTION 5. Such notice shall be sent by 
registered or certified mail, return receipt 
requested, to the address tax duplicates for 
said real estate are sent. In the event the 
owner is not at said address and the postal 
authorities are not appraised of a new ad- 
dress, the Board of Public Works shall take 
reasonable measures to locate the owner. 
Including examination of the Fort Wayne 
city and suburban directories, that may 
seem appropriate and inquiry in the neigh- 
borhood. Said Board of Public Works shall 
also post a sign prominently upon said real 
estate, which sign shall give notice of the 
existence of a nuisance upon said real es- 
tate and request the owner, or anyone hav- 
ing knowledge of the whereabouts of the 
owner to contact the Board of Public 
Works. 

SECTION 6. The owner of any real estate 
upon which is situated a nuisance as here- 
inabove described may abate the same a) 
by entering into a contract for the repair 
and/or alteration of any existing structure 
which has been unoccupied because of 
damage; b) by entering into contracts for 
the demolition of any existing building and 
Its replacement with a new building or for 
the landscaping of the premises in a man- 
ner which will remove any hazard to the 
safety of pedestrians and motorists and 
which will remove all physical blight from 
the premises; c) by entering info a con- 
tract for the construction of a new building 
upon any vacant premises; d) by entering 
Into a contract for the landscaping of any 
vacant premises in a manner which will 
remove any hazard to the safety of pedes- 
trians and motorists and which will remove 
all physical blight from the premises. 

SECTION 7. In the event the owner of 
any real estate upon which is situated a 
nuisance as hereinabove described shall 
not have abated such nuisance within 60 
days of receipt of the notice provided in 
Section 4 hereof or within 60 days of the 
posting of the sign provided for in Section 5 
hereof, the Board of Public Works of the 
City of Fort Wayne, Indiana, shall proceed 
to abate such nuisance by demolishing any 
building and by landscaping the premises 
In a manner which will remove any hazard 
to the safety of pedestrians and motorists 
and which will remove all physical blight 
from the premises. It shall be the duty of 
said Board of Public Works to maintain 
such landscaping until the real estate is 
sold or otherwise alienated. Provided, how- 
ever, that said Board of Works may extend 
the aforesaid 60 day period by an additional 
60 days if said Board of Public Works de- 
termines that the owner of the real estate 
Involved is making a good faith attempt to 
abate the nuisance upon such real estate. 

SECTION 8. The Board of Public Works 
of the City of Fort Wayne, Indiana shall 
submit a bill for the labor, equipment and 
material used in said demolition and/or in- 
itial landscaping to the owner of the real 
estate involved. Thereafter said Board of 
Public Works shall submit a bill annually 
for the cost of maintaining any land- 
sacping. If said bill is not paid within 90 
days from the date of submission, said 
Board of Works shall proceed to file a lien 
against the property in the amount of the 
bill together with interest at the rate of 8 
per cent per annum and toqether with rea- 
sonable attorney fees which shall be used 
to help defray the expenses of the Law De- 
partment of the City of Fort Wayne, In- 
diana. 

SECTION 9. If any section, clause, sen- 
tence, paragraph, part or provision of this 
Ordinance shall be held invalid by any 
court, it shall be conclusively presumed 
that this Ordinance would have been 
passed by the common council without such 
Invalid section, clause, sentence, para- 
graph, part or provision. 

SECTION 10. This Ordinance shall be in 
full force and effect from and after its pas- 
sage, approval by the Mayor and legal pub- 
lication thereof. 

EUGENE KRAUS, 
Councilman. 

Read the third time in full and on motion 
by Kraus, seconded by V. Schmidt, and 
duly adopted, placed on its passage. 
Passed by the following vote: 

Ayes, five, to wit: Kraus, Nuckols, 
Moses, V. Schmidt, Stier. 

Nays, three, to-wit: 

Burns, Schmidt, D., Talarico. 

Absent, one, to-wit: Hinga. 

Dated: 12-19-72. 

CHARLES W. WFST^RMAN, 
CITY CLERK. 
Passed and adopted by the Common 
Council of the City of Fort Wavne, Indiana 
as General Ordinance Mo. G-19-72, on the 
12th dav of December, 1972. 

ATTEST; (SEAL) 

CHARLES W. WE'TERMAN, 
CITY CLERK. 

JOHN NUCKOLS, 
PRESIDING OFFICER. 
Presented by me to the Mavor of the City 
of Fort Wayne, Indiana, on the 13th day of 
December, 1972, at the hour of 10:00 A.M., 
E.S.T. 

CHARLES W. WESTERMAN, 
CITY CLERK. 
Approved and signed by me this 13th day 
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Indiana 

County 


Personally appeared before me, a notary public in and for said county and state, the 


ARVILLA DEWALD 

that she is 0J-ERK ____ 0 f the 


undersigned 


who, being duly sworn, says 


Legal Notices 


(cember, 1972 at the hour of 1:00 

k P.M., E -S.Tj VAN H _ lebe m0FF, 

MAYOR 

;harles W. Westerman, Clerk of the 
t Fort Wayne, Indiana, do hereby cer- 
lat the above and foregoing is a full, 
and complete copy of General Ordi- 
No. G-19-72 passed by the Common 
:il on the 12th day of December, 1972, 
hat said Ordinance was duly signed 
pproved by the Mayor on the 13th day 
:ember, 1972 and now remains on file 
n record in my office, 
ness my hand, and the official seal of 
ity of Fort Wavne, Indiana, this 13th 
f December, 1972. 

CHARLES W.WESTERMA E N k 


iRNAL.djAZEI.TE.. 


- newspaper of general circulation printed and published 

? uage in tlmcity ) of FORT... WAYNE., TND.IANA 


aforesaid, and that the printed matter attached hereto is a true copy, 
blished in said paper for ?.time .?, the dates of publication being 

Daeerahar 1ft, 1972 


orn to before me 


wmnirer m mzmrmT—Z 
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Pursuant to the provision and penalties of Ch. 89, Acts 1967, 


I hereby certify that the foregoing account is just and correct, 
credits, and that no part of the same has been paid. 


Date December 30, , 19 . .72. 


that the amount claimed is legally due, after allowing all just 
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Legal Notices 


Notice Is hereby given that on the 12th 
day of December, 1972, the Common Coun- 
cil of the City of Fort Wayne, Indiana, in 
a Regular Session did pass the following 
G-72-08-26 General Ordinance, to-wit: 

BILL NO. 72-08-26 

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. G-19-72 
AN ORDINANCE providing for the dec- 
laration of nuisances in the case of 
abandoned, damaged buildings and va- 
cant lots in the Central Business Dis- 
trict and providing for abatement of 
the same, 

Whereas, the Central Business District of 
the City of Fort Wayne, Indiana consists of 
the area bounded on the north by Superior 
Street, on the east by Clay Street, on the 
south by the Penn Central Railroad em- 
bankment and on the west by Fairfield Av- 
enue; and 

Whereas, many properties in said Central 
Business District are deteriorating, some of 
•thereto the point where they have been 
abandoned for business purposes; other 
buildings have been abandoned even 
though still structurally sound; other build- 
ings have been damaged or destroyed as ‘a 
result of fire and neither repaired or 
rebuilt; and 

Wh ereas, the aforesaid conditions have' 


Legal Notices 


created a physica! and psychological blight 

which feeds on itself, becoming increas- 
ingly more severe and which is causing a 
deterioration In the value of properties 
throughout said Central Business District, 
with a resulting reduction in the assessed 
value of property for tax purposes and a 
decline in the number of people who visit 
said Central Business; and. 

Whereas, the existence of abandoned and 
damaged buildings in large numbers in 
said Central Business District creates a 
haven for drug addicts, sexual perverts, 
thieves and derelicts; it creates a fire haz- 
ard; and, together with the existence of ex- 
cavations where buildings formerly stood; 
it creates a danger to the safety of pedes- 
trians and motorists; and 

Whereas, unless checked, the aforesaid 
bhght will eventually spread throughout 
said Central Business District, causing the 
removal from the tax rolls of properties 
which have in the past produced, and 
which continue to produce, substantial 
sums of tax revenue for the City of Fort 
Wayne and xausing the said Central Busi- 
ness District to cease functioning as a busi- 
ness district which in turn would cause eco- 
n ?!?2 ic, ^? cla J and cultural loss to the people 
of the City of Fort Wayne; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED 


Subscribed andf 


My commission^ 


BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE 

C, XJJ 3F F0RT WAYUNE, INDIANA; 

SECTION 1. The Central Business DIs- 
u let of the City of Fort Wayne, Indiana is 
hereby defined as being that area bounded 
on the north by Superior Street, on the east 
by Clay Street, on the south by the Penn 
Central Railroad embankment and on the 
west by Fairfield Avenue. 

SECTION 2. Any building, and any prem- 
ises which become vacant of any building 
but which had formerly been occupied by a 
building or buildings and which buildings, 
or which premises are situated in the afore- 
said Central Business District, is, and is 
hereby declared to be a nuisance, if any of 
the following conditions obtain: 

a) Such building has been damaged 
by fire or other casualty to such an 
extent that, following such fire, or oth- 
er casu alty, it ceased to be occupied 
and such building has remained unoc- 
cupied (except as it may have been oc- 
cupied by persons seeking shelter on a 
day to day basis) for a period of two 
years from the date of said fire, or oth- 
er casualty; 

b) Such building has been unoccupied 
(except as It may have been occupied 
by persons seeking shelter on a day to 
day basis) for a period of three years; 

c) Such premises remained vacant of 
any building for two years from the 
date they became vacant; 

. ,. Pr °vided, however, that no such 
building or premises shall be consid- 
ered a nuisance if, the owner shall have 
obtained the necessary permits for the 
repair and/or attention of any existing 
structure which has been unoccupied 
because of damage for the demolition 
of any existing building and its replace- 
ment with a new building, or for the 
construction of a building upon any va- 
cant premises; 

. e > Or if an existing building or. prem- 
ises is economically productive by 
which is meant that such bunlding or 
premises is subject to a lease and 
that an annual rent is paid on said 
lease in an amount equal to 10 per 
cent of the assessed value of such 
building or premises. 

SECTION 3. In the event any building or 
premises shall become a nuisance as here- 
n provided, the Board of Pubic Works of 
the City of Fort Wayne, Indiana shall ad- 
vise the owner, the Fort Wayne Redevelop- 
ment Commission and the Economic Devel- 
opment Commission of such fact and each 
such Commission shall have 30 days within 
wn* 1 cn to determine whether it will acquire 
title to the real estate in question pursuant 
to the provisions of the Redevelopment of 
Cities and Towns Act of 1953, as amended 
° r M umcipal Economic Development 

Act of 1965, as amended. In the event either 
such commission shall determine to ac- 
quire title, it shall immediately notify the 
Board of Public Works of such determina- 
IL on .*« * n . the , event each such commission 
shall determine to acquire title, they shall 
attempt to agree between themselves 
wmch shall ac quir e titles. In the event no 


such agreement is reached within 25 days, 
the Redevelopment Commission shall ac- 
quire title. 

SECTION 4. In the event the Fort Wayne 
Redevelopment Commission shall not have 
notified the Board of Public Works of the 
City of Fort Wayne, Indiana of a determi- 
nation to acquire title to the real estate in 
question within 30 days from the day said 
Board of Public Works advised said Com- 
mission of the existence of a nuisance on 
said real estate, said Board of Public 
Works shall notify the owner of said real 
estate of the existence of a nuisance on said 
real estate and shall further notify the own- 
er that the owner must take steps to abate 
the nuisance within 60 days from the date 
of receipt of the notice and that, if the own- 
er fails to do so, said Board of Pubic Works 
shall itself abate the nuisance within 60 
days from the date of receipt of the notice 
and that, if the owner fails to do so, said 
Board of Public Works shall itself abate the 
nuisance and hold a lien against the real 
estate for the cost involved. 

SECTION 5. Such notice shall be sent by 
registered or certified mail, return receipt 
requested, to the address tax duplicates for 
said real estate are sent. In the event the 
owner is not at said address and the postal 
authorities are not appraised of a new ad- 
dress, the Board of Public Works shall fake 
reasonable measures to locate the owner, 
including examination of the Fort Wayne 
city and suburban directories, that may 
seem appropriate and inquiry in the neigh- 
borhood. Said Board of Public Works shall 
also post a sign prominently upon said real 
estate, which sign shall give notice of the 
existence of a nuisance upon said real es- 
tate and request the owner, or anyone hav- 
ing knowledge of the whereabouts of the 
owner to contact the Board of Public 
Works. 

SECTION 6. The owner of any real estate 
upon which is situated a nuisance as here- 
inabove described may abate the same a) 
by entering into a contract for the repair 
and/or alteration of any existing structure 
which has been unoccupied because of 
damage; b) by entering into contracts for 
the demolition of any existing building and 
its replacement with a new building or for 
the landscaping of the premises in a man- 
ner which will remove any hazard to the 
safety of pedestrians and motorists and 
which will remove all physical blight from 
The premises; c) by entering into a con- 
tract for the construction of a new building 
upon any vacant premises; d) by entering 
into a contract for the landscaping of any 
vacant premises in a manner which will 
remove any hazard to the safety of pedes- 
trians and motorists and which will remove 
all physical blight from the premises. 

SECTION 7. In the event the owner of 
any real estate upon which is situated a 
nuisance as hereinabove described shall 
not have abated such nuisance within 60 
days of receipt of the notice provided in 
Section 4 hereof or within 60 days of the 
posting of the sign provided for in Section 5 
hereof, the Board of Public Works of the 
City of Fort Wayne, Indiana, shall proceed 


to abate such nuisance by demolishing any 

building and by landscaping the premises 
in a manner which will remove any hazard 
to the safety of pedestrians and motorists 
and which will remove all physical bliqht 
from the premises. It shall be the duty of 
said Board of Public Works to maintain 
such landscaping until the real estate is 
sold or otherwise alienated. Provided, how- 
ever, that said Board of Works may extend 
the aforesaid 60 day period by an additional 
60 days if said Board of Public Works de- 
termines that the owner of the real estate 
involved is making a good faith attempt to 
abate the nuisance upon such real estate. 
x S £ CT 19 N 8 - The Board of Public Works 
of the aty of Fort Wayne, Indiana shall 
submit a bill for the labor, equipment and 
material used in said demolition and/or in- 
itial landscaping to the owner of the real 
estate involved. Thereafter said Board of 
Public Works shall submit a bill annually 
for the cost of maintaining any iand- 
sacping. If said bill is not paid within 90 
days from the date of submission, said 
Board of Works shall proceed to file a lien 
against the property In the amount of the 
bill together with interest at the rate of 8 
per cent per annum and together with rea- 
sonable attorney fees which shall be used 
to help defray the expenses of the Law De- 
partment of the City of Fort Wayne, In- 
diana. 

SECTION 9. If any section, clause, sen- 
tence, paragraph, part or provision of this 
Ordinance shall be held invalid by any 
f 1 P u . r '/ shall be conclusively presumed 
that this Ordinance would have been 
passed by the common council without such 
invalid section, clause, sentence, para- 
graph, part or provision. 

SECTION 10. This Ordinance shall be in 
full force and effect from and after its pas- 
sage, approval by the Mayor and legal pub- 
lication thereof. 

EUGENE KRAUS, 
Councilman. 

Read the third time in full and on motion 
by Kraus, seconded by V. Schmidt, and 
duly adopted, placed on its passaqe. 
Passed by the following vote: 

Ayes, five, to wit: Kraus, Nuckols, 
Moses, V. Schmidt, Stier. 

Nays, three, to-wit: 

Burns, Schmidt, D., Talarico. 

Absent, one, to-wit: Hinga. 

Dated: 12-12-72. 

CHARLES W. WESTERMAN, 

„ , . CITY CLERK. 

Passed and adopted by the Common 
Council of the City of Fort Wayne, Indiana 
?L. G 5 neral Ordinance No. G-19-72, on the 
12th day of December, 1972. 

ATTEST; (SEAL) 

CHARLES W. WESTERMAN, 
CITY CLERK. 

JOHN NUCKOLS, 

o x^u PRESIDING OFFICER. 
Presented by me to the Mayor of the City 
of Fort Wayne, Indiana, on the 13th day of 
December, 1972, at the hour of 10:00 A.M., 

CHARLES W. WESTERMAN, 
CITY CLERK 

Approved and signed by me this 13th day 


of December, 1972 at the hour of 1:00 

o'clock P.M., E.S.T. 

IVAN H. LEBEMOFF, 

I, Charles W. Westerman, Clerk^of/the 
City of Fort Wayne, Indiana, do hereby cer- 
tify that the above and foregoing is a full, 
true and complete copy of General Ordi- , 
nance No. G-19-72 passed by the Common 
Council on the 12th day of December, 1972, 
and that said Ordinance was duly signed , 
and approved by the Mayor on the 13th day 
of December, 1972 and now remains on file 
and on record in my office. 

Witness my hand, and the official seal of 
the City of Fort Wayne, Indiana, this 13th ’ 
day of December, 1972. 

CHARLES W. WESTERMAN, I 
12-18-26 CITY CLERK. ’ 
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Pursuant to the provision and penalties of Ch. 89, Acts 1967, 


I hereby certify that the foregoing account is just and correct, that the amount claimed is legally due, after 
credus, and that no part of the same has been paid. 


allowing all just 






Date December. .3.0,.., 19 72 


Title Clerk 




- 3 AFFIDAVIT 




5 | before me, a notary public in and for said county and state, the 


§1 «> B 0 8^ 3 ts %- A .... .M., Boatman.. 

Cle rk 

3 2 1 “ W. NEWS -SENT INEL 

a. a. 


..who, being duly sworn, says 
of the 


DAILY. newspaper of general circulation printed and published 

the English language in the^city j of FO RT W AYNE , I NDIA NA 

in state and county aforesaid, and that the printed matter attached hereto is a true copy, 

which was duly published in said paper for..?. time.S , the dates of publication being 

as follows: 

- - December 18, 2972 


Subscribed and sworn to before me 


My commission expires. 
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